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St. Joseph the Worker- May 1   
Traditional Latin Mass

 
Continuation of the Holy Gospel according 

to Matthew 
Sequentia sancit Evangelii secundum 

Mathaeum
 

13 54 And coming into his own country, he taught 

them in their synagogues, so that they 

wondered and said: How came this man by this 

wisdom and miracles? 

et veniens in patriam suam docebat eos in 

synagogis eorum ita ut mirarentur et 

dicerent unde huic sapientia haec et 

virtutes 

13 55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother 

called Mary, and his brethren James, and 

Joseph, and Simon, and Jude: 

nonne hic est fabri filius nonne mater eius 

dicitur Maria et fratres eius Iacobus et 

Ioseph et Simon et Iudas 

13 56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? 

Whence therefore hath he all these things? 

et sorores eius nonne omnes apud nos sunt 

unde ergo huic omnia ista 

13 57 And they were scandalized in his regard. But 

Jesus said to them: A prophet is not without 

honour, save in his own country, and in his 

own house. 

et scandalizabantur in eo Iesus autem dixit 

eis non est propheta sine honore nisi in 

patria sua et in domo sua 

13 58 And he wrought not many miracles there, 

because of their unbelief. 

et non fecit ibi virtutes multas  

    

http://www.latinvulgate.com/verse.aspx?t=1&b=1&c=13i 
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How came this man by this wisdom and miracles? 

Whence therefore hath he all these things? 

 

They knew him as Jesus.  But after listening to his preaching and wisdom, they couldn’t resolve 

that with his commonplace upbringing. 

 

They knew who he was, but not what he was. 

 

I had a similar experience when I was a police officer, but not quite.  I had a suspect who I knew 

what he was, but not who he was. 

 

I had responded to the train station.  They had caught a man trying to defraud them.  He was a 

gentleman in his late 30’s and not quite as portly as me today.  He was cooperative and polite to 

the point of being slick.  I arrested him and took him downtown.   

 

During booking, he gave me his name and an out-of-state drivers license with his picture.  

During the inventory search, I found another different state drivers license with his picture, only 

under a different name.   

 

We took his prints and sent them off to the FBI for identification.  Now this was the middle of 

the previous century and so the return would take 2-3 days. 

 

Now the guy was to be arraigned the next morning.  I told the judge that we at the police 

department had zero confidence that this person’s name was really his name.  His advocate 

assured the judge, on his honor as an officer of the court, that the name given was indeed his real 

name.  The judge was satisfied and released him on bond. 

 

Of course, you guessed the rest of the story, 2 days later the FBI report came back with his real 

name and a string of arrest warrants outstanding for him from here to Washington State. 

 

We had known what he was; we just hadn’t known who he was. 

 

Similarly, the Jews in his hometown synagogue knew who Jesus was, but not really Who he is. 

 

What minutes before was amazement and wonder at Jesus’s wisdom gave over to bewilderment, 

confusion and scandal. “Who does he think he is?!?” 

 

Of course, that is the real question.  That is the question upon which hangs the balance of all 

creation. 

 

Revelation answers the question.  At the end of every Mass the prologue of John is proclaimed:  

in principio erat Verbum et Verbum erat apud Deum et Deus erat Verbum. 

In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God: and the Word was God.ii 
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We have just come through the penitential season of Lent. 

Have you come to know who Jesus is, Jesus of the Way of the Cross? 

 

We have just finished the Octave of Easter, when the day of Resurrection is celebrated for 8 days.  

Have you come to know who Jesus is, the victor over death? 

 

We continue the 50 days of the Easter season in our approach to Pentecost.  Will you let Jesus into 

your very heart as we are called to love God and our neighbor:   

Simon Iohannis…pasce oves meas 

Simon, son of John… feed my sheep (Jn 21:15-17)iii 

 

Joy in this life and hope for Paradise in the next are dependent on how you understand and 

proclaim:  Who is Jesus? 

 

Find Him in Holy Scripture, find Him in the person of our celebrant, find Him in the 

worshipping faithful and come to his altar to receive Him, body and blood, soul and divinity. 

 

Who is Jesus?  He told us.  We tell others.  Be his words, his consolation and help for those in 

need.   

 

How came this man by this wisdom and miracles? 

O my Jesus, my Lord and my God (John 20:28) 

 
 

 

 
i All Scripture citations come from the Latin Vulgate 
http://www.latinvulgate.com/verse.aspx?t=1&b=1&c=13 
ii http://www.latinvulgate.com/verse.aspx?t=1&b=1&c=13 
iii http://www.latinvulgate.com/verse.aspx?t=1&b=1&c=13 
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